
Prince of Peace Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 
 

Ash Wednesday   

 

February 17, 2021 
 

Pastor Jonathan Neumann     Preschool Director: Jeanne Thomas 

Church Phone: 706-860-1600              Preschool Phone: 706-860-1655 

Cell: 719-367-1636             Email: princeofpeacepreschoolga@gmail.com  

Email: pastorjonathanneumann@gmail.com  

 

Web site: www.princeofpeace.com  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/princeofpeacemartinez  

Instagram: www.instagram.com/princeofpeace_martinez   

mailto:princeofpeacepreschoolga@gmail.com
mailto:pastorjonathanneumann@gmail.com
http://www.princeofpeace.com/
http://www.facebook.com/princeofpeacemartinez
http://www.instagram.com/princeofpeace_martinez


2 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
 

For many years Ash Wednesday was observed in most Lutheran churches as the first 

of six midweek services that focused on the Passion of Jesus. The Ash Wednesday 

sermon often announced the theme of the annual Lenten preaching series. In an era 

when Holy Communion was celebrated less often than it is today, the Sacrament was 

offered on Ash Wednesday. 

 

In the past 25 years Ash Wednesday has come to stand alone as the first day of Lent. 

The 40-day season of Lent (the same number of days that Jesus fought against Satan 

in the wilderness) developed as a time for new believers to examine their hearts and 

lives as they prepared for their baptisms on Easter Sunday. Eventually, the practice of 

self-examination passed to the entire church, and Lent became a penitential season—

a time to regret sin and change sinful ways. The color purple was associated with Lent, 

since it is the color of mourning. Still today we consider Lent a penitential season. This 

past Sunday we said farewell to alleluia as we anticipated a quiet and somber time when 

we would reflect on the sins that drove the Savior to the cross. 

 

The first day of Lent became the day on which those who had drifted away from the 

church were invited to return. As a symbol of their repentance, ashes were placed on 

their heads, since ashes are a biblical symbol of sorrow over sin. Eventually the entire 

Christian church set aside Ash Wednesday as a day for confession and repentance. 

 

That practice has now returned to the Lutheran Church. In most WELS churches, the 

Passion history is not read on Ash Wednesday, and Holy Communion is not celebrated. 

The Ash Wednesday service finds its theme in the humble prayer of the tax collector, 

"God, have mercy on me, a sinner." The service includes a lengthy confession of sins 

and the readings, sermon, prayers, and hymns focus on this truth.  
 

 

THEME FOR TODAY 
 

There are really only two kinds of people in church on Ash Wednesday. One is quite 

comfortable and pleased with himself and his works, and wishes there were more people 

in the church and in the world who lived as he lived. The other is honest with himself—

he is indeed a wretch, deserving of nothing, especially not from God. He is by definition 

and occupation, a sinner. This is the picture portrayed by the Pharisee and Tax Collector 

in Luke 18. Who is Lent for? It is only for sinners! Only confessing sinners sense the 

desperate need for grace and pardon that covers everything that we are and have and 

do. Yes, Lent is for sinners. If you don’t come to Lent as a sinner, you will miss its whole 

point and go down to your house with the Pharisee, worse off than you were when you 

came.  
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

HYMN 98                Jesus, I Will Ponder Now 

vs. 1-4 
 

 
     Text:   Sigmund von Birken, 1626-81: tr August Crull, 1845-1923, alt. 

      Tune:  JESU KREUZ LEIDEN UND PEIN (76 76D Trochaic) Melchior Valpius, c. 1570-1615, alt. 
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INSTRUCTION FOR THE BEGINNING OF LENT 

 
[M]: Brothers and sisters in Christ, God created us to know joy in communion with 

him, to love all humanity, and to live in harmony with all creation. But sin 
separates us from God, our neighbor, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the 
life our Creator intended for us. By our sin we grieve our Father, who does not 
desire us to come under his judgment but to turn to him and live. Therefore, God 
in his mercy has sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take our place under the law, to 
suffer for us, and to die the death we deserve. God made Jesus, who had no sin, 
to be sin for us so that in him, we might become the righteousness of God. 

 
During the 40 days of Lent, we fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of 
our faith, who endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right 
hand of God. The time of Lent reminds us that to know Christ and the power of 
his resurrection, we must also know the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death. As disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are called to 
struggle against everything that leads us away from love of God and neighbor. 

 
I invite you, therefore, to confess your sins, ask our Father for forgiveness, and 
commit yourselves to this struggle. Let us be silent. Let us be still. Let us pause 
now for a time of reflection and self-examination. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 
[M]: Most holy and merciful Father,  
 

[C]: We confess to you and to one another that we have sinned by our own fault, 
by our own grievous fault, in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone. 

 
[M]: We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. We have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been 
forgiven.  

 

[C]: Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 
[M]: We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been 

true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved the Holy Spirit. 
 

[C]: Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 
[M]: We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness. The pride, hypocrisy, and 

impatience in our lives.  
 

[C]: We confess to you, Lord. 
 
[M]: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, our manipulation of other people.  
 

[C]: We confess to you, Lord. 
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[M]: Our anger when our selfish aims are denied and our envy of those more fortunate 
than ourselves. 

 

[C]: We confess to you, Lord. 
 
[M]: Our love of worldly goods and comforts and our dishonesty in daily life and work.  
 

[C]: We confess to you, Lord. 
 
[M]: Our negligence in worship and prayer and our failure to show the faith that is in 

us.  
 

[C]: We confess to you, Lord. 
 
[M]: Forgive us, Lord, for the wrongs we have done. For our blindness to human need 

and suffering and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 
 

[C]: Forgive us, Lord. 
 
[M]: For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward others, and for our 

prejudice and contempt for those who differ from us,  
 

[C]: Forgive us, Lord. 
 
[M]: For what we think or say or do that is at variance with your will, 
 

[C]: Forgive us, Lord. 
 
[M]: Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us.  
 

[C]: Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. 
 
[M]: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,  
 

[C]: That we may show forth your glory in the world. 
 
[M]: By the cross and suffering of your Son, Lord,  
 

[C]: Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 
 

ABSOLUTION 

 
[M]: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of 

sinners but rather that they turn from their wickedness and live. Therefore, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son () and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

 

During these days of Lent, let us implore God to give us renewal and his Holy 
Spirit. May we continue to abide in the true faith and at the last be received by 
him through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
[C]: Amen. 
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HYMN 305            From Depths of Woe I Cry to You 
vs. 1-3 
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FIRST READING                      Isaiah 59:12-20 

12 For our offenses are many in your sight,  
and our sins testify against us.  

Our offenses are ever with us,  
and we acknowledge our iniquities:  

13 rebellion and treachery against the LORD,  
turning our backs on our God,  

inciting revolt and oppression,  
uttering lies our hearts have conceived.  

14 So justice is driven back,  
and righteousness stands at a distance;  

truth has stumbled in the streets,  
honesty cannot enter.  

15 Truth is nowhere to be found,  
and whoever shuns evil becomes a prey.  

The LORD looked and was displeased  
that there was no justice.  

16 He saw that there was no one,  
he was appalled that there was no one to intervene;  

so his own arm achieved salvation for him,  
and his own righteousness sustained him.  

17 He put on righteousness as his breastplate,  
and the helmet of salvation on his head;  

he put on the garments of vengeance  
and wrapped himself in zeal as in a cloak.  

18 According to what they have done,  
so will he repay  

wrath to his enemies  
and retribution to his foes;  
he will repay the islands their due.  

19 From the west, people will fear the name of the LORD,  
and from the rising of the sun, they will revere his glory.  

For he will come like a pent-up flood  
that the breath of the LORD drives along.  

20 “The Redeemer will come to Zion,  
to those in Jacob who repent of their sins,”  

declares the LORD. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY        Psalm 51a 
 

 
 

Have mercy on me, O God,* 
according to your unfailing love. 

 

Wash away all my iniquity,* 
and cleanse me from my sin. 

 

For I know my transgressions,* 
and my sin is always before me. 
 

Refrain 

 

Against you, you only, have I sinned* 
and done what is evil in your sight. 

 

Surely I was sinful at birth,* 
sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 

 

Hide your face from my sins,* 
and blot out all my iniquity. 

 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation,* 
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Refrain 

 

SECOND READING                  2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:2 
 

We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no 
sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  
 

1As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. 2 For he says,  

“In the time of my favor I heard you,  
and in the day of salvation I helped you.” 

I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.  
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STAND 

 

GOSPEL                 Luke 18:9-14 
 

9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone 

else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee 

and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank 

you that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax 

collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 
 

13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but 

beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 
 

14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all 

those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 

exalted.”  

 
BE SEATED 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 396             In Adam We Have All Been One 
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SERMON                 Luke 18:9-14 
 

You Can Be a Confident Sinner 
 

I.  Confident of your unworthiness 

II. Confident of God’s mercy 

 
STAND 

 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the 

dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

[M]: Now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation. Let us pray for the 

whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people that, through repentance 

and reception of the gospel he may draw us close to himself. 
 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we rejoice that you set your Son's sacrifice between 

us and sin's reward. By your Spirit work in us through the gospel, give us 

repentant hearts, make our faith firm in Christ, and enliven us to serve you 

willingly.  
 

[C]: Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your unfailing love. 

 

[M]: Lord God, heavenly Father, renew your Church throughout the world that it may 

constantly look to Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. Bless us with faithful 

ministers who always proclaim Christ's cross and resurrection for the salvation of 

the world.  
 

[C]: Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your unfailing love. 
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[M]: Lord God, heavenly Father, in your mercy you abundantly supply our needs of 

body and soul. Put in us the mind of Christ, that in humility and generosity-

considering not only our own interests, but also the interests of others—we would 

be merciful to those in need around us. Direct our efforts to help poor, lonely, 

troubled, and ill people.  
 

[C]: Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your unfailing love. 

 

[M]: Lord God, heavenly Father, comfort all who mourn the death of loved ones with 

your Son's death that destroyed death and with his resurrection to open the 

kingdom of heaven to all believers. Teach us to number our days that we may 

gain a heart of wisdom.  
 

[C]: Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your unfailing love. 

 

[M]: Lord God, heavenly Father, look with favor upon all sick, injured, and recovering 

people. If it be your will, deliver them from their infirmities. Let them hear of your 

unfailing love.  
 

[C]: Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your unfailing love. 

 

[M]: Lord God, heavenly Father, we praise you that you have delivered the saints who 

have gone before us from this world of dust and ashes, to paradise. As their 

prayers continually ascend before your throne, join our prayers to theirs as 

fragrant incense. Hear us for the sake of him who was crucified for us and always 

intercedes on our behalf, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
 

[C]: Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 
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[M]: The grace of the Lord Jesus () Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

[C]: Amen.  

 
BE SEATED 

 

HYMN 319              On My Heart Imprint Your Image 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Reminder:  On-line giving is available on our website should you be unable to join us for 

worship.  Remember to watch the worship service online when you are not here! 

 

THE WEEK AHEAD 

THURSDAY   5:00 pm  Elders Meeting 
  6:00 pm  Council Meeting 

FRIDAY   8:00 am  Men’s Breakfast Bible Study @ Cracker Barrel 

SUNDAY   8:00 am  Worship w/Lord’s Supper (Inside) 
  9:15 am – 10:15 am Bible Class & Sunday School  
10:30 am  Worship w/Lord’s Supper (Inside)   

 
 

All Scripture readings from The New International Version. (2011). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
 

Copyright & Podcast/Stream Permission for this service obtained from One License: # A-708875 and CCLI: 11457698 & CSPL174669 

Cover artwork by Ian M. Welch. Copyright 2020 Ian M. Welch. All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com 


