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WELCOME! 

Welcome to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. We pray that the time spent here in God’s 

house helps you to appreciate how dearly God loves you! He invested the life blood of his 

one and only Son into your salvation and offers the blessings of that sacrifice to us through 

Word and Sacrament! May God bless our worship today! 
 

THEME FOR TODAY 
Parents often have to warn their children of growing greedy at Christmas.   The kids ask for 

too much – too many toys, too big of requests.   And indeed, it can be a problem when 

children want too much of this world.   But it is even a greater problem when people want 

too little of the next.   So often, we ask too little of Christ.   We want a little bit of earthly 

comfort.  We want a few bauble and trinket type blessings.  And he says “no” precisely 

because such requests demonstrate we don’t understand what he came to give to us – the 

peace and joy and comfort of an everlasting, unshakable kingdom.   On this final Sunday 

before Christmas, we prepare for Emmanuel – “God with us” – by remembering the 

immense gift he comes to give. 

 

Musician:  Ms. Barbara Thomas 

 

INFORMATION 

  Our nursery area is located near the entrance area of the church. It is equipped with a 
television monitor so that you can view and follow the service if you desire to stay with 
your child in the nursery.  

 Restrooms are located through the double doors down the hallway on the right.  A 
changing table for infants and toddlers is located in both restrooms. Additional restrooms 
are available in the education wing. 

 The service is recorded and may be found on our YouTube channel or website.  

 

LORD’S SUPPER 
Scripture teaches us that in the Lord’s Supper:  

- The body and blood of Christ are really present with the bread and the wine. 
(Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 11:27)  

- Jesus gives true forgiveness, not just a symbol, to each recipient. (Matthew 26:28)  

- We are united as one body of believers because we all partake the one body and 
blood of Christ. “Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation 
in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body 
of Christ? 17 Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all 
share the one loaf.” (1 Corinthians 10:16-17)  
 

For these reasons we ask that, if you are not a part of a WELS (Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod) or ELS (Evangelical Lutheran Synod) church that publicly confesses to 
believe these same scriptural truths, you speak with our pastor before you take the 
Sacrament. We do not wish to judge your faith, but want to make sure that we are in 
agreement before publicly declaring that we share a common faith. 
 

We are careful about the way we celebrate the Lord’s Supper because we want to humbly 
accept this gift the way God intended. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

 
 

STAND 
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[M]: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

[C]: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

[M]: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 

God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 
 

[C]: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 

and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 

and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

[M]: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 
GLORY BE TO GOD 
Gloria in Excelsis 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

[M]: The Lord be with you. 
 

[C]: And also with you. 

 

[M]: Let us pray.  
 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins and 

make us ready for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy 

and serve you always; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
 

[C]: Amen. 

 

BE SEATED 

 

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON           2 Samuel 7:8-16 
 

8 “Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: I took 
you from the pasture, from tending the flock, and appointed you ruler over my people 
Israel. 9 I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your 
enemies from before you. Now I will make your name great, like the names of the 
greatest men on earth. 10 And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will plant 
them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked 
people will not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning 11 and have done 
ever since the time I appointed leaders  over my people Israel. I will also give you 
rest from all your enemies.  

“ ‘The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for you: 
12 When your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your 
offspring to succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom. 
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13 He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne 
of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does 
wrong, I will punish him with a rod wielded by men, with floggings inflicted by human 
hands. 15 But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, 
whom I removed from before you. 16 Your house and your kingdom will endure 
forever before me; your throne will be established forever.’ ” 

 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY         Psalm 89 

 

 
 

I will sing of the LORD’S great love forever;* 

I will make your faithfulness known through all generations. 
 

I will declare that your love stands firm forever,* 

that you established your faithfulness in heaven itself. 
 

The heavens praise your wonders, O LORD,* 

your faithfulness too, in the assembly of the holy ones. 
 

Refrain 
 

O LORD God Almighty, who is like you?* 

You are mighty, O LORD, and your faithfulness surrounds you. 
 

Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you,* 

who walk in the light of your presence, O LORD. 
 

They rejoice in your name all day long;* 

they exult in your righteousness. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON         Romans 16:25-27 
 

25 Now to him who is able to establish you in accordance with my gospel, the message 

I proclaim about Jesus Christ, in keeping with the revelation of the mystery hidden for 

long ages past, 26 but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by 

the command of the eternal God, so that all the Gentiles might come to the obedience 

that comes from faith—27 to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! 

Amen. 
 

 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY  
 

Alleluia. The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Immanuel. Alleluia.              (Matthew 1:23) 

 

STAND 

 
 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation says: 

[C]: Glory be to you, O Lord! 

 

GOSPEL                 Luke 1:26-38 
 

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, 
a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, 
“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”  

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this 
might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with 
God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He 
will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the 
throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his 
kingdom will never end.”  

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”  
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 
36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was 
said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever 
fail.”  

38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then 
the angel left her. 

 
After the Gospel, the congregation says:  

 

[C]: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 
and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
BE SEATED 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY            
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SERMON                 Luke 1:26-38 

 

A Kingdom of Grace is Coming 

I.  It changes lives 

II. It comes to you through faith 

 

 

 
STAND 

 
 

OFFERING 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 

 

PREFACE 

 

[M]: The Lord be with you. 
 

[C]: And also with you. 

 

[M]: Lift up your hearts. 
 

[C]: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

 

[M]: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
 

[C]: It is good and right so to do. 

 

[M]: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared when he called people to 

repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 

the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 

your holy name and join their glorious song: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
Sanctus 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

[M]: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 

this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 

[M]: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

[C]: Amen. 

 

 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

BE SEATED 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

 

  



12 
 

THANKSGIVING 

 
STAND 

 

 

SONG OF SIMEON 
Nunc Dimittis 
 

 

 

[M]: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
 

[C]: And his mercy endures forever. 

 

[M]: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your 

Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us 

pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us 

but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve 

you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

[C]: Amen. 

 

[M]: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace. 
 

[C]: Amen.  

 

 
BE SEATED 
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 THE WEEK AHEAD 
THURSDAY   4:00 pm  Christmas Eve Worship (Outdoor) 

  6:30 pm  Christmas Eve Worship (Inside) 

FRIDAY   9:30 am  Christmas Day Worship (Inside) 

SUNDAY   8:00 am  Worship (Inside) 
  9:15 am – 10:00 am Bible Class & Sunday School  
10:30 am  Worship (Inside)   

 
POINSETTIAS 
 

Help beautify the church for Christmas!  Purchase as many plants as you 

would like!  Your plant(s) may be taken home following the Christmas day 

worship service. The cost is $4.00 per plant. There is a sign-up list on the 

bulletin board, or you can speak with Ann Wendt to get on the list. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
 

There will be two Christmas Eve services this year. 

There will be a service at 4:00 pm outside in the 

parking lot. There will also be a service at 6:30 pm 

inside the church. I pray that you make plans to attend 

and invite family and friends! There will be plenty of 

room at the outdoor service and overflow seating in the 

fellowship hall for the indoor service to maintain proper 

distancing. Celebrate Jesus as the reason for the 

season!  

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

On Christmas Day, we will have one worship service at 9:30 am 

indoors. Come marvel at the truths of Immanuel - God with us! 
 
 
 
Operating Offerings   Attendance               Mortgage Progress 

12/9 & 12/13/20 $        5,160.00 8:00 am    15  12/13/20 $         590.00  
Month to Date 
YTD 

$        8,830.00 
$    204,672.00 

 10:00 am     37 
Month to Date  
YTD 

$      2,705.00  
$    45,690.00 

Budget YTD $    235,562.00   Total       52 Budget YTD $    32,972.00 

2019 YTD $    200,152.00   2019 YTD $    32,420.00 
 

Weekly needs December Operating Offering        $     4,946.00 

Monthly Mortgage Payment                                               $     2,867.00 
 

Reminder:  On-line giving is available on our website should you be unable to join us 

for worship.  Remember to watch the worship service online when you are 

not here! 
 

All Scripture readings from The New International Version. (2011). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
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