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WELCOME! 
 

Welcome to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. We pray that the time spent here in God’s house 

helps you to appreciate how dearly God loves you! He invested the life blood of his one and only 

Son into your salvation and offers the blessings of that sacrifice to us through Word and 

Sacrament! May God bless our worship today! 
 

THEME FOR TODAY 
 

In an uncertain world you need real inner strength to keep on pushing ahead through all the 

confusion and life’s many challenges. Whether you’re training for a competition or going through 

tough times, where do you hope to find such strength? Jesus surely promises to give you this 

strength! How can he be so sure? Because he lives in us! Christ in us empowers us to hold onto 

the truth in the face of false teaching, to obey his will, to have a joy that is complete, and to love 

one another. That kind of life only comes from Christ - the real power that is inside of us. 

About the cover: This image reminds us that our love only comes from God’s love in Christ (thus 

all the branches streaming from the wound). Also, our love is an image of God’s love in Christ 

(thus the fruit borne by cruciform saints). 

INFORMATION 
 

  Our nursery area is located near the entrance area of the church. It is equipped with a 
television monitor so that you can view and follow the service if you desire to stay with your 
child in the nursery.  

 Restrooms are located through the double doors down the hallway on the right.  A changing 
table for infants and toddlers is located in both restrooms. Additional restrooms are available 
in the education wing. 

 The service is recorded and may be found on our YouTube channel or website. 

 

EASTER SERMON SERIES 
 

Join us throughout the Easter season to celebrate the certain hope Easter gives! 
 

Certain Hope for an Uncertain World: 
 

Sunday, April 11th         —         How to Hope 

Sunday, April 18th             —         Peace > problems   

Sunday, April 25th       —         Fully known & Fully Loved 

Sunday, May 2nd               —         The truly blessed life 

Sunday, May 9th              —         The Real Power Within!   

Sunday, May 16th             —         An answer to prayer  

http://www.princeofpeacemartinez.com/
http://www.facebook.com/princeofpeacemartinez
http://www.instagram.com/princeofpeace_martinez
mailto:princeofpeacepreschoolga@gmail.com
mailto:pastorjonathanneumann@gmail.com
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

HYMN 150     Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia 

 
 

 

STAND 

 
 
 
 

INVOCATION 
 

(The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms.) 

 
[M]: In the name of the Father and of the Son () and of the Holy Spirit.  
 

[C]: Amen. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

(The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the sins of penitent 

sinners” [The Small Catechism, First: What is the use of the keys?]. See John 20:21-23.) 

 

[M]: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 
 God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
 forgiveness.  

 

[C]: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
 disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 
 and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 
 and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 
 Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

Kyrie 

(Kyrie is the Greek word for Lord. The expression “Lord, have mercy” is one of the oldest worship responses in the Christian 

church.) 

 

 
 

 

[M]: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 
 to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 
 and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
 the Son () and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

[C]: Amen. 
 

 
 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

[M]: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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GLORY BE TO GOD 
Gloria 

 

 
 
 

 

SALUTATION 
(This greeting has deep roots in Christian worship and marks the beginning of the Word section of the service.)  

 
[M]: The Lord be with you.  
 

[C]: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

[M]: Let us pray.  
 

 Father of the heavenly lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. Inspire 
 us to think those things that are true and long for those things that are good, that 
 we may always make our petitions according to your gracious will; through your 
 Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
 God, now and forever. 

 
[C]: Amen.  
 
BE SEATED 
 

THE WORD 

 
FIRST READING               Acts 11:19-26 
 

Jesus’ followers are first called Christians! Jesus draws so close to us that we can be called his friends!  
 
19 Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out when Stephen 
was killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the word only 
among Jews. 20 Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch 
and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. 
21 The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to 
the Lord.  

22 News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 
23 When he arrived and saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad and 
encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 24 He was a good 
man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the 
Lord.  

25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he found him, he 
brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and 
taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. 
 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY        Psalm 98 
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Sing to the LORD a new song,* 
for he has done marvelous things. 

 

The LORD has made his salvation known* 
and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 

 

He has remembered his love and his faithfulness 
to the house of Israel;* 
all the ends of the earth have seen 
the salvation of our God. 

 

Refrain 
 

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,* 
burst into jubilant song with music; 

 

make music to the LORD with the harp,* 
with the harp and the sound of singing. 

 

Shout for joy before the LORD, the King.* 
He will judge the world in righteousness 
and the peoples with equity. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 

 

SECOND READING  1 John 4:1-11 
 

Jesus and his love have come so near to us that he actually lives in our hearts, so much so that we are able 

to love others with the love that Jesus himself loves us!  

 

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 
God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can 
recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come 
in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from 
God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is 
already in the world.  

4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who 
is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the world and 
therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are 
from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not 
listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood.  

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves 
has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, 
because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and 
only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear 
friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY  
 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. If anyone loves me, he will 
obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home 
with him. Alleluia.                 (John 14:23 cf. NIV) 

 
 

 
STAND 
 
 
 

 
 
 

GOSPEL John 15:9-17  
 

Jesus assures that his ascension does not signal his absence from us. Rather he assures his ascension 
enables him to draw even closer to us, living within us!  
 
9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you 
keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you 
and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have 
loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because 
a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for 
everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not 
choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit 
that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17 This 
is my command: Love each other. 
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APOSTLES CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
BE SEATED 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 377  Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice 
(vs 1 & 7-10) 
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SERMON John 15:9-17 
Joy is Made Complete by Love 

 

I. By Christ loving us 
      II. By us loving like Christ 

 
STAND 
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OFFERING 
 

During this on-going pandemic we have refrained from passing the offering plate. You may place your 
offering into the plate on the table before or after the service. Online giving is also available on our website, 
princeofpeacemartinez.com. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BLESSING 
 

(The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said, “So they will put my name 

on [them], and I will bless them” [Numbers 6:27].) 
 

[M]: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace. 
 

[C]:  Amen. 
 
BE SEATED 
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HYMN 497  This Is My Will 
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THE WEEK AHEAD            

 

MONDAY   Pastor @ Circuit Meeting in Summerville, SC 

TUESDAY   5:00 pm  Catechism 

WEDNESDAY 10:15 am  Bible Class  
  7:00 pm  Bible Class 

SUNDAY   8:00 am  Worship with Lord’s Supper (Inside) 
  9:15 am – 10:15 am Bible Class & Sunday School 
10:30 am  Worship with Lord’s Supper (Outside)   

 

 

FLOWERS   
 

Karen Thomasson purchased the flowers for the altar today to give 

thanks and praise to God for the many blessings she has enjoyed from 

family and friends over the years. Over the course of our lives there are 

many people who impact our lives positively. Remember that all the 

relationships you have with others are gifts to you from God. Thank him 

for those who have made your life just a little sweeter. We struggle daily 

to live our lives for Christ. We join Karen in thanking God for the positive 

encouragement so many loved ones have brought into our lives. 

 

 

PRESCHOOL WEEK IN REVIEW 
 

This week the kids in preschool learned about the Lord's Prayer in chapel and the 4yr old 

classroom got a visit from Pastor to their classroom to hear about the importance of Baptism 

and why it is a wonderful gift from God! 
 

 

COOKOUT/POTLUCK 
 

On Sunday, June 6th we will be having a cookout/potluck at church following 
morning worship services. More info will be coming soon, as well as a sign 
up for a rough estimate of how many people will be coming to know how much 
food will be needed and what sides will be brought. 
 
 
 
 

Operating Offerings Attendance            Mortgage Progress 

5/2/21 $    3,215.01                  8:00 am  33       5/2/21  $    2,165.00                        
Month to Date 

YTD 
$    3,215.01 
$  69,688.00 

      10:30 am 
Total 

 45 
78  

Month to Date 
YTD 

 $    2,165.00      
 $  16,095.00 

Budget YTD $  71,587.00      Budget YTD  $  12,042.00 

2020 YTD $  75,022.00 Youtube Views: 13 2020 YTD  $  18,856.00 
 

Weekly needs May Operating Offering          $     4,003.00 

Monthly Mortgage Payment                                               $     2,867.00 
 

All Scripture readings from The New International Version. (2011). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 

Copyright & Podcast/Stream Permission for this service obtained from One License: # A-708875 and CCLI: 11457698 & CSPL174669 

http://flickr.com/photos/ryteclick/4493816422
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

