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THE COMMON SERVICE 

 
OPENING HYMN: # 235           “Praise the Almighty; My Soul, Adore Him” 

https://youtu.be/qiw8OknhAeg 

 
[M]:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
 
[C]:  Amen. 
 

https://youtu.be/qiw8OknhAeg
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CONFESSION OF SINS  
 
[M]:  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  
 
[C]:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 
and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

 

[M]:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to 
be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and 
by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
() and of the Holy Spirit.  

 
[C]: Amen. 

 
PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
[M]:  Let us pray.  
 

Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. Inspire us to think 
those things that are true and long for those things that are good, that we may 
always make our petitions according to your gracious will; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

 
[C]:  Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE WORD 
 

THE FIRST LESSON Genesis 4:1-16 
 
When Adam and Eve ate the fruit, they opened a Pandora’s box on an unsuspecting world. Life as God intended had 
disappeared from this world. Expelled from the garden and guarded from the Tree of Life, man would know only the tolling 
death cry: “You will die!” But to this dying world, God promised a Savior, born of woman, who would restore to man life as 
he had once lived. That promise had so quickened Adam’s heart that even when faced with the new reality of living death, 
he gave his wife the name Eve, which means “Life!” Through her womb the eternal Gospel would be fulfilled, and this life of 
death deferred would become a life of death destroyed. When this womb produced its first fruit, Eve hoped that the child 
would be the Promised Seed. How wrong that thought had been! She did not bear God’s Son, but Adam’s son, Cain, who 
showed that mere obedience does not please God, but only the obedience that flows from faith and love. Abel lived in the 

blessedness of forgiveness, and not even his brother’s murderous actions could take away that true Life. 
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4 Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She 
said, “With the help of the LORD I have brought forth a man.” 2 Later she gave birth to his 
brother Abel.  

Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. 3 In the course of time Cain brought 
some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD. 4 But Abel brought fat portions 
from some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 
5 but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his 
face was downcast.  

6 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 7 If 
you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is 
crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.”  

8 Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” And while they were in 
the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him.  

9 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?”  
“I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?”  
10 The LORD said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me 

from the ground. 11 Now you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened 
its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12 When you work the ground, 
it will no longer yield its crops for you. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth.”  

13 Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is more than I can bear. 14 Today you are 
driving me from the land, and I will be hidden from your presence; I will be a restless 
wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.”  

15 But the LORD said to him, “Not so; if anyone kills Cain, he will suffer vengeance 
seven times over.” Then the LORD put a mark on Cain so that no one who found him 
would kill him. 16 So Cain went out from the LORD’s presence and lived in the land of Nod, 
east of Eden. 
 
 
THE EPISTLE LESSON   I John 3:13-18 
 
Love means obedience to God. It was love that led Jesus to obey his Father, obedient to death, even death on a cross for 
us. Now that same love empowers us to love our brother. Hatred and vengeance have their home east of Eden. But here, 
among the people of God, there is no room for hatred – only love. Christians are to be the antithesis of Cain: we lay down 
our lives for our brothers, not just in word, but in every daily deed. We do it because we now have that life once lost, but 
now regained by our living Savior. We have passed from death to life. 

 
13 Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you. 14 We know that we have 
passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love 
remains in death. 15 Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no 
murderer has eternal life in him.  

16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we 
ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. 17 If anyone has material possessions and 
sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 18 

Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 
 
 
 
THE SERMON HYMN: # 377   “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” 
 

https://youtu.be/bJWeES-CfTM 
 

https://youtu.be/bJWeES-CfTM
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THE SERMON      John 14:15-21 
 

15 “If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he 
will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world 
cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he 
lives with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 

Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you 
also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and 
I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. 
He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to 
him.”  

 

 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth,  
  of all that is,  
  seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
  eternally begotten of the Father,  
  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
  begotten, not made,  
  of one being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,  
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  
  and became fully human.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  
 He suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  
 He ascended into heaven  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end.  

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
  who has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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OFFERING 
 
This is a good time to pause your recording and prepare an online gift on our website under the tab “support” 
www.princeofpeacemartinez.com – you may also mail your offerings into the church. Remember that offerings 
are NOT mandatory but a joyful expression of our gratitude for the Word of God and the Sacraments God 
has given to his church for our salvation. 

                
 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
 

THE CLOSING PRAYER 
 
[M]:  Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and 

do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING 
 

[M]:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace. Amen. 

 

 
  

http://www.princeofpeacemartinez.com/
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THE CLOSING HYMN # 332            “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” 
 
 

https://youtu.be/edq3iV4sw6o 
(this is a recording by Koine – if you cannot sing along, you will enjoy listening!) 

 
 

 

https://youtu.be/edq3iV4sw6o

