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INVOCATION 
 

[M]:   We worship God the Father almighty, the Creator of heaven and earth, who loved 
the world and preserves it still. 

 

[M]:   We worship God the Son, Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd of us all, who loved 
us first, offered himself into death for our sins, and rose from the dead to give us 
eternal life. 

 

[M]:  We worship God the Holy Spirit, the Sanctifier of all believers, who plants within us 
the spiritual gifts to express God’s love for us in our actions. 

 
[M]:  We worship in the name of the triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn: # 505     “Love is the Gracious Gift” 
https://youtu.be/TftKUtR-ld8 

 
 

https://youtu.be/TftKUtR-ld8
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THE CONFESSION OF SINS & ABSOLUTION 
 
[M]:   Dearly loved children of God: Today the nation celebrates Mother’s Day. Today, 

children of God confess their sins against their mothers and all who are in authority 
over us. We have ignored the teachings and the advice given to us in our homes, 
in our places of work and in our church.  We have sinned against God by not 
recognizing that God has placed his representatives over us for our good.   

 

[C]:   God be merciful to me a sinner. 
 
[M]:   Easter God has been merciful to all of us. He has not treated us as our sins 

deserve. Instead, he sent Jesus to live and die in our place. Jesus died because 
of our sins. Then he rose again on Sunday to announce to the whole world that 
our sins are forgiven and we are at peace with God. Therefore, I assure you: Your 
sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the Son () and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

 

 
Let us pray: 
 

[M]:  O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love 
what you command and desire what you promise that among the many changes 
of this world our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  

 

[C]:  Amen. 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

 THE FIRST LESSON:        Acts 17:1-12 
 
Paul said it was necessary for God to hide himself in suffering. All the popular conceptions of Messiah as earthly king were 
wrong. Not only did Messiah suffer and die, Messiah had to suffer and die! All the prophesies found their fulfillment in the 
person of Jesus of Nazareth. The exclusivity of the Christian message led to vociferous rejection by the people of Israel, 
both at home and abroad. But the stone the builders rejected has made a new people, a chosen people, a people filled with 
eagerness and hope in Christ.  
 

17 When they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to 

Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. 2 As his custom was, Paul went into 
the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 

explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead. “This Jesus I 
am proclaiming to you is the Christ,” he said. 4 Some of the Jews were persuaded and 
joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of God-fearing Greeks and not a few 
prominent women.  

5 But the Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the 
marketplace, formed a mob and started a riot in the city. They rushed to Jason’s house 
in search of Paul and Silas in order to bring them out to the crowd. 6 But when they did 
not find them, they dragged Jason and some other brothers before the city officials, 
shouting: “These men who have caused trouble all over the world have now come here, 
7 and Jason has welcomed them into his house. They are all defying Caesar’s decrees, 
saying that there is another king, one called Jesus.” 8 When they heard this, the crowd 
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and the city officials were thrown into turmoil. 9 Then they made Jason and the others post 
bond and let them go.  

10 As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On arriving 
there, they went to the Jewish synagogue. 11 Now the Bereans were of more noble 
character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness 
and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. 12 Many of the 
Jews believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek women and many Greek men.  

 
 

 

 THE GOSPEL LESSON:                 John 14:1-12 
 
Jesus bids farewell to his disciples on the night he was betrayed. He tries to set their hearts at rest and tells them to trust 
God and him regarding this departure. But doubts and false hopes had clouded their minds. Thomas cannot conceive of a 
Messianic kingdom that involves death and departure. Philip wanted to see the Father, the glory, the splendor of heaven! 
Sinful minds want to look right past this Man from Galilee. But it is only through him that we can see God.  

 

14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2 In my 

Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there 
to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and 
take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place 
where I am going.”  

5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know 
the way?”  

6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. 7 If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now 
on, you do know him and have seen him.”  

8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”  
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such 

a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us 
the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The 
words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing 
his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at 
least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. 12 I tell you the truth, anyone 
who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than 
these, because I am going to the Father. 
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THE HYMN OF THE DAY  #759       “Do Not Let Your Hearts Be Troubled”   
https://youtu.be/_Y4dadgg57Y 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE SERMON:                 1 Peter 2:4-10 
 

4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and 
precious to him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be 
a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 

For in Scripture it says:  

“See, I lay a stone in Zion,  
a chosen and precious cornerstone,  

and the one who trusts in him  
will never be put to shame.” 

7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe,  

“The stone the builders rejected  
has become the capstone,” 

8 and,  

https://youtu.be/_Y4dadgg57Y
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“A stone that causes men to stumble  
and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined 
for.  

9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging 
to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once 
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  

 

 

 
THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  
The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints,   
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 

OFFERING 
 
This is a good time to pause your recording and prepare an online gift on our website under the tab “support” 
www.princeofpeacemartinez.com – you may also mail your offerings into the church. Remember that offerings 
are NOT mandatory but a joyful expression of our gratitude for the Word of God and the Sacraments God 
has given to his church for our salvation. 

                
 

  

http://www.princeofpeacemartinez.com/
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THE GENERAL PRAYER 
 

[M]:  Precious Savior Jesus Christ, we thank you for enduring the cross and the agony 
of hell for us.  We thank you for announcing peace between God and us by your 
glorious resurrection.  Words can hardly express our joy to know that we have a 
risen Savior and a living Lord.  Your rising from the dead has given us confidence 
to believe that you are the way to heaven. You are the truth by which we believe 
and are saved. You are the one for whom we live.  O Jesus, the joy of Easter has 
changed us forever. 

 

Heavenly Father, you are the source of life, wisdom, and all good things. Look with 
favor on all mothers who have given life to their children and who nurture them 
with loving concern and faithful instruction. May their children honor them and call 
them blessed. When they become weary, sustain them with physical and spiritual 
rest. Hear us for the sake of your Son, Jesus, who cared for his earthly mother and 
in whom you are well pleased. 

 

Our Savior, we need you every moment of every day.  Be with us and shower us 
with your grace and blessings. Give us strength to bear the troubles of daily living. 
Remind us always that you are the cornerstone of the church and of our lives.  We 
need courage to cope with life’s disappointments.  We need humility to handle our 
successes.  Increase our faith in you by making us eager to hear your Word so 
that through all the highs and lows of life, we remain confident of our salvation 
through all that you have done for us.  

 

Listen, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

silent prayer 
 

special prayers and intercessions  
 

Make our homes your dwelling places. Guide our lives with your Word and 
Sacrament that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in godliness and contentment. 
 

We offer our prayers in the name of Jesus, our Lord, who has also taught us to 
pray … 

 

[C]:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 

 
THE CLOSING PRAYER 
 
[M]:  Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and 

do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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THE HYMN: # 528                         “Christ Is Our Cornerstone” 
https://youtu.be/3RGuN7TcV8Y 

 

 
 

THE BLESSING 
 
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  
Serve the Lord with gladness.  
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace. Amen. 

 

https://youtu.be/3RGuN7TcV8Y

